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The Music Behind the Dance
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At the heart of the festival are the jikata—singers and
musicians who perform live on shamisen, taiko drums, and
the kokyu, a bowed instrument that adds an especially
haunting tone. Their performance fills the air with an 7
emotional depth that lingers long after
the dance has ended.
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Discover the Character of Each
Town and enjoy Owara.
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The Owara Kaze no Bon Festival is held across 11
neighborhoods in Yatsuo, each with its own branch of the
Toyama Folk Song Owara Preservation Society.
While the music and dance share a common base, some
neighborhoods retain unique singing styles or movements.
As you explore, notice the subtle differences—and maybe find
your own favorite Owara.
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Explore the Essence of Owara / i\
— Right in Your Hands
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Check everything on your smartphone:

* Articles and videos about Owara'’s history and traditions
* Restroom locations and helpful travel tips
+ Exclusive festival merchandise

+ Curated walking routes through the

picturesque streets of Yatsuo
This website is free to use. Start your journey with just one scan.

English
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Owara Kaze no Bon festival Organizing Committee
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TEL: 076-454-5152
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OWARA
Kaze no
Bon

Festival
in TOYAMA

September 1-3,
Annually
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A Timeless, Enchanting Tradition
of Yatsuo, Toyama
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LN Every year from September 1 to 3, the

" quiet streets of Yatsuo, Toyama, come
_4, alive with the graceful and haunting

1 Held 210 days after the first day of spring
#§ —when the winds begin to stir—the

festival is a heartfelt prayer for protection
from typhoons and a bountiful autumn
harvest.

€ beauty of the Owara Kaze no Bon Festival.

A Festival with Over 300 Years of History
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The origins of Owara Kaze no Bon trace back to the
early Edo period. In 1702, Yatsuo townspeople
celebrated reclaiming their official town rights from the
private possession of the founder’s family with three
days and nights of music, dance, and jubilant parades
through the streets. Over time, this celebration evolved
into a spiritual offering to the wind god. Todayyit
blends seasonal beauty with refined artistic.expression
to form one of Japan’s most atmospheric cultural
traditions.
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Access: Right near Etchad-Yatsuo Station (JR Takayama Line)
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As Night Falls, the Magic Begins
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At dusk, soft lantern light illuminates the town'’s traditional
streets, creating a dreamlike atmosphere.

Dancers dressed in matching yukata and happi coats
appear, their faces hidden under amigasa hats. They move
silently in unison to the haunting strains of the Owara
melody. Each of Yatsuo’s 11 neighborhoods presents its
own style of dance and music. Visitors are naturally drawn
in by the charm, often finding themselves joining the line.
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Three Styles, One Spirit
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Today, Owara features three main dance styles. Each
dance is performed with elegance, preserving the soul of
the region and its people.
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*Harvest Festival Dance: A traditional
style inspired by the motions of sowing
and harvesting.

*Male Dance: A powerful yet serene
performance expressing masculine
grace and strength.

*Female Dance: A poetic and elegant
style based on the seasonal poem
Yatsuo Shiki, featuring delicate gestures
like chasing fireflies.




